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Survlvmg wth the robust redhorse

By MARGARET CARMICHAEL
The Oconee Leader

As the Oconee River’s hefty
mystery fish, the robust redhorse,
powerfully handles his element at
the huge aguariums in Atlanta and
Charleston, any thought of extinc-
tion seems like “borrowed trou-
ble.” It’s not: scientists and
wildlife personnel have scrambled
ever since the fish was discovered
15 years ago below Lake Sin-

clair’s dam on the Oconee River.

" Recently, UGA fisheries scientist
Cecil Jennings generously ‘made
time to update The Oconee
Leader. Dr. Jennings, who has
been involved in the rescue project
for about 12 years, reviewed back-
ground information and explained
challenges facing the fish. More
surprisingly, though, he spoke of
thg “very collaborative association
that has fostered the success™ of
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recovery efforts.
The robust redhorse would be a.

shoo-in for an endangered listing.

21 Yet, instead of chafing within the
‘strictures -
..Species ‘Act, the river- warriors

of  the Endangered

fight freely, even creatively, to

- save our big clam-eater. They can

do this because of a forum called

_ the Robust Redhorse Conservation .
" Committee. We’ll take a- closer

look at this phenomenon later in
our update.
BACKGROUND

A, the zircon-like brilliance of

hindsight! We now know that the
70-rhile - stretch- of the Oconee
River between Milledgeville and

Dublin has the largest wild (not
stocked) population of robust red- -

horse known. In 1991, when DNR
biologist Jimmy Evans and techni-

cian Wayne Clark were samphng
aquatic life at the mout of Com-

rmssxdner Creek, we did not know.

the fish even existed.”

. The redhorse sucker ﬁsh famlly""'
is a numerous one, but — as its’
name indicates — the robust red-
~ menced the paperwork to have

horse is its largest member An av-

' erage adult weighs nine pounds

and is 26 inches long. They are
long-lwed and can reach at least
30 inches and 17 pounds.,

Evans and Clark were under-
standably amazed, then, when
their electro-fishing wand brought
e1ght strange, large fish to the sur-
face. (Clark later commented that
it was asifhe’d seena dinosaur in
his back yard.)

Sample fish were sent to selecte
ichthyologists, including UGA
Bud Freeman and Roanoke Cc

_lege’s Bob_Jenkins, the nation
._leadlng authorlty on sucker fishe
The spec1ahsts concluded that th

was a new -species and con

properly recorded. Then — just 11l

that! — the mystery was solved.
The National Academy of- S«

ences in-Philadelphia found a

-sent a copy of naturalist Edwa

Drinker Cope’s careful deseripti
in 1869-1870 of a six-pound fi
from North Carolina’s Yadk

Please see ‘Robust redhorsé‘
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The thermometer outside is

" hovering around 100 degrees and
“you can’t walk from the car to

your back door mthou; breaking:
a sweat. This upcoming bow

P .A‘ A

Sweat now, it pays later

wasn’t confident in my abilities
vowed to do better. About the .
middle of March, I headed out
my backyard for 30 minutes of
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